


// The rebel groups that 
started the war in Dar-
fur in 2003, catalyzing a 
conflict that has claimed 
hundreds of thousands 
of lives, almost seem to 
have gone into hiberna-
tion. A woman returns to 
her home in the camp, 
closely watched by Afri-
can Union peacekeepers.

// The hybrid African 
Union-United Nations 
peacekeeping mission, 
the most expensive in 
the world at $1.6 billion 
per year, which took 
years of negotiation to 
put in place, is also go-
ing much better than 
expected, the peace-
keepers say.

Images of Darfur // 
  // An exhibition of Jehad Nga’s photography.
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DARFUR AND CANADIAN POLICTICS // 
BY JOHN MATCHIM

December witnessed a sharp escalation in ten-
sions between the Government of Sudan and the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement, a rift that 
threatens to further undermine the Doha peace 
talks while also exposing Darfur refugees seek-
ing shelter in the south. On December 24 the 
National Congress Party “amended agreed-upon 
language to the National Assembly’s referen-
dum bill on Southern Sudan separation without 
consulting the Sudan People’s Liberation Move-
ment.”1 Minister of Foreign Affairs Lawrence Can-
non warned that the amendment was in viola-
tion of the CPA which stipulates that the terms of 
the 2011 referendum on independence must be 
agreed upon by both parties. 

Southern Sudan is one of the largest recipi-
ents of refugees fleeing Darfur and a renewal 
of hostilities in the region would spark a major 
humanitarian crisis. Darfur rebel groups may take 
advantage of a distracted Sudanese government 
and launch a renewed offensive against weak-
ened government forces. While such a scenario 
remains distant, the Canadian government must 
do more than call upon parties to “reaffirm their 
commitment” to the CPA. 

Despite the rupture in North-South relations, 
Qatari Minister of State for Foreign Affairs H 
E Ahmed bin Abdullah  al-Mahmoud remains 
optimistic that the Doha peace talks will pro-
duce a “comprehensive solution.”2 Al-Mahmoud 
stressed that the continued presence of the UN, 
the African Union, Canada, the US, France, Japan 
and other relevant parties was critical to the suc-
cess of the conference. However, German broad-
caster Deutsche Welle recently reminded readers 
that similar international support for the Darfur 
Peace Accord in 2006, which was largely funded 
by Canada and the United States, had failed to 
realize its objectives because international actors 
had pressured parties into the agreement against 
their will. Deutsche Welle asserted that “peace 
will remain unobtainable as long as peace agree-
ments are conceptualized entirely by outsiders 
and merely expected to be implemented by local 
actors.”
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A LOOK AT THE DRC // 
BY SARAH KATZ-LAVIGNE

On 12 January International Crisis Group (ICG) 
released a new report, Central African Republic: 
Keeping the Dialogue Alive, which demonstrates 
that despite the Inclusive Political Dialogue in 
December 2008, the reality in CAR now is that 
“violence is on the rise, as rebels try to bolster 
their negotiating positions and the government 
remains set on pursuing a military solution.”  The 
Central African Republic, is typically overlooked 
by the international media. The country’s inter-
nal dynamics are remarkably similar to those of 
Sudan; with serious rebel movements still active 
to this day in the country’s remote, neglected 
north-west and north-east regions. Beginning in 
2005, the government unleashed brutal counter-
insurgency operations, with the CAR armed 
forces killing hundreds and burning thousands of 
homes in the country’s northern region; viola-
tions which are still little known internationally.

My recent travels in the Central African Repub-
lic appeared to confirm what I’d read about the 
country prior to travelling there. A five-hour drive 
from the Central African capital, Bangui, to the 
town of Bossangoa, to the north-west of Bangui, 
is enough to make you realise that the country 
actually seems set up to prevent easy access to 
the capital. Gendarmerie toll barriers are set up at 
regular intervals, with a 500 franc (nearly 1 euro) 
toll to be paid at each – no small feat in a country 
where from 2000-2007, 62.4% of the population 
was living on less than US $1.25 a day.  But when 
you’re driving a 4x4, paying the tolls alone won’t 
get you past the barrier. You are required to have 
an ordre de mission; essentially a piece of paper 
giving the reason for your travel and the names 
of everyone driving with you. The constant threat 
of rebellion, in this country where the current 
president came to power in a military coup, is ap-
parent in the way the country’s organised.

Even more striking for me on our drives through 
the Central African countryside was how many 
mud houses we saw, and how little of anything 
else. Passing through village after village, we 
saw the same thing over and over: mud house; 
woman of the house pounding manioc; children 
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and babies moving through the clean, swept 
area around the house; village men gathered in 
clumps in the shade. In comparison, it becomes 
very clear how much investment has been 
poured into Bangui, with its large monuments 
to national unity and to unite-dignité-travail ( 
French for unity, dignity, work).  In my travels I’ve 
been able to observe with my own eyes what 
looks like startling neglect by the central gov-
ernment of the areas surrounding Bangui – and 
keep in mind that the areas I’ve visited are rela-
tively close to the capital, unlike the country’s 
more remote northern regions.

Will this neglect be remedied anytime soon? 
In its report, ICG highlights the limitations of 
the democratic process as it will soon be car-
ried out in CAR, where presidential elections are 
planned for April: “Bozizé [the incumbent] is in 
a strong position. He has already begun a coun-
trywide campaign and, with unchecked access 
to state resources, he can win support from the 
poor with demonstrations of his largesse. In the 
countryside, where needs are great and a demo-
cratic culture has yet to take root, distributions 
of salt, soap or small bank notes are enough to 
buy support.”  It is disturbing to think that the 
people we drove by in our 4x4 may very well be 
failed by the democratic process. Their vote – if 
they get one – will likely be devoid of real mean-
ing in a country where regime after regime has 
favoured their own interests – which lie firmly in 
the capital city – to the detriment of everyone 
else. But if the presidential elections take place in 
a climate of peace and compromise, it just might 
be enough to give people hope for another day. 
This is similar to the situation which faces the 
people of Sudan and should not be belittled by 
the other challenges in the country. 

DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTHERN SUDAN // 
BY STEVEN CHUA

Violence continues to be an ongoing problem in 
Southern Sudan with intertribal conflicts tak-
ing center stage. Notable examples include the 
killing of 139 Dinka tribesmen by armed Nuer 
forces, and the cattle raids that continue to result 
from the resource competition in wake of an 

ongoing drought.To quell the ongoing violence, 
the UN has responded by sending peacekeeping 
forces to the region as part of the UNMIS mission. 

In preparation for the upcoming general elec-
tions this April, Sudanese President Omar-al-
Bashir has resigned from his position as Com-
mander in Chief.  Bashir will be running for the 
position of Sudanese National President under 
the north-based National Congress Party, while 
the opposing Abdullah Deng Nhial will be run-
ning under the banner of the Popular Congress 
Party (PCP.) Nhial is from the South of Sudan and 
is a relative of John Garang, the former leader 
of the southern rebel group, The Sudan People’s 
Liberation Movement (SPLM). The current PCP 
leader, Islamist Hassan al-Turabi has decided not 
to run for presidency on the basis that he wishes 
to remain party leader.  

In the run-up to the elections for the Presidency 
of Southern Sudan, two elections candidates 
have been declared so far: Lam Akol, a member 
of a splinter cell group of the SPLM, and Salva 
Kiir, the leader of the SPLM, and the former Vice 
President of Sudan. Lam Akol has reportedly 
shared anti-secessionist views with regard to 
next year’s referendum, which are contrary to the 
sentiments of the majority of Southern Sudanese 
who are expected to vote in favour of secession 
next year.

Election preparations are well under way, but 
observers have reported a number of factors that 
will potentially compromise the situation. The 
absence of funds for peace programs, allegations 
of NCP vote-buying and intimidation, and lack 
of voter education could very well produce an 
election the SPLM claim to “not…be free or fair.”  
The international community has also voiced 
grave concern over a new Sudanese law passed 
last month that grants Sudanese intelligence 
wide-ranging search and arrest powers. Britain 
in particular has raised concern over a lack of 
credible elections monitors.  Southern politicians 
have in turn succeeded in passing a law that 
requires Southerners living in the North of Sudan 
to vote in South Sudan; the rationale behind this 
policy being that Southern Sudanese would face 
a decreased chance of being threatened with 
violence should they vote in the South.
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